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INTRODUCTION

In response to the declaration of a statewide emergency by the Governor Brian
Kemp on March 14, 2020 and due to concerns over the spread of COVID-19, Georgia
Supreme Court Chief Justice Harold Melton issued a series of orders directing courts to
conduct business in a manner that reduces their risk associated with the public health
emergency. Directives set forth in these orders include the suspension of grand juries
and jury trials in the State of Georgia. The Georgia Supreme Court’s Sixth Amendment
to its Statewide Emergency Order, issued on September 10, 2020, now directs each
county to establish a local committee to develop detailed guidelines for the resumption of
jury trials.

As directed, the Chief Judges of the State and Superior Courts of the Gwinnett
Judicial Circuit have convened a local committee to develop the following plan to resume
jury operations in Gwinnett County.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

The Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center (GJAC) consolidates the county’s
courts as well as many of the county’s government needs into one facility. To that end,
the Courts do not have exclusive control of GJAC and therefore, cannot enforce judicial
orders over the entire facility. On April 1, 2021, eight (8) Superior Court judges, their staff
and other court personnel will relocate from GJAC to the Charlotte J. Nash Court Building
(CNCB). Any reference to “courthouse” in this document refers to the court-controlled
portion of GJAC and the CNCB unless otherwise indicated.

While not having exclusive control over GJAC, the Court worked with the Gwinnett
County Administrator, Glenn Stephens, and, where applicable, has coordinated its safety
efforts to ensure that Covid-19 safety protocols are followed. On January 19, 2021,
Gwinnett County Commissioner Nicole Love Hendrickson, issued Local Emergency
Order 21-1-1, County Facility Face Covering Requirement. The Order requires anyone
entering any facility owned or leased by Gwinnett County be required to wear a face mask
or face covering their nose and mouth while in a County facility. (Attachment 1) The
Gwinnett Chief Judges of Superior, State, Juvenile, Magistrate, Recorder’'s Courts and
the Probate Court Judge signed a joint directive providing requirements to comply with
various safety guidelines issued by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
including wearing face coverings and maintaining social distancing. (Attachment 2)

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) facemasks (paper or cloth) shall be worn by
all who enter the courthouse and all who enter a courtroom. Courthouse personnel shall
wear facemasks from the entryway of the court facility to their respective workplaces, and
thereafter, at the discretion of their respective supervisors. Persons who are not



courthouse personnel shall wear a facemask prior to entering the courthouse and
continuously thereafter until they exit the courthouse.

All persons, including but not limited to courthouse personnel, lawyers, litigants,
and visitors shall wear a facemask in the courtroom. A court reporter is not required to
wear a facemask while he or she is using a steno mask or other similar device, but
otherwise is required to wear a facemask. The court has a limited supply of facemasks
for use by court personnel and visitors to a courtroom. If a visitor does not have access
to a facemask, then he or she shall notify the Court or a Deputy Sheriff stationed at the
courthouse entrances of such need, and a facemask shall be provided to such visitors for
so long as those supplies are available. Other PPE, such a gloves or face shields, may
be worn by all persons entering the courthouse.

ENTERING THE GWINNETT JUSTICE AND ADMINISTRATION CENTER

Keybo Taylor, the Gwinnett County Sheriff (GCSO), is responsible for the security
of the facility and control the public’s access to the building. At each courthouse entrance,
the GCSO has erected a temperature screening device capable of remotely screening
the temperature of everyone entering the building.

If an individual presents to the courthouse with a fever, that individual is asked why
they are entering the building by a member of GCSO. If the individual is a juror, a deputy
sheriff shall get the juror's name and immediately notify the jury clerk or his/her designee
that the juror has presented with a fever. The juror will be asked to leave the building and
his/her jury service shall be deferred.

Everyone entering the GJAC and CNCB will be asked to wear appropriate PPE. If
an individual refusing to wear appropriate PPE is a juror, the deputy sheriff shall inform
the juror of the Local Emergency Order 21-1-1 and the Court Directive requiring the use
of PPE/facemasks in the building. If the juror continues to refuse to wear appropriate PPE,
the deputy sheriff will get the juror's name and immediately notify the jury clerk or his/her
designee that the juror has refused to wear PPE. The juror will be asked to leave the
building and his/her jury service shall be deferred.

If an individual refusing to wear appropriate PPE is a litigant or witness in a case
scheduled for an in person hearing or jury trial, the deputy sheriffs shall inform the
individual of the Local Emergency Order 21-1-1 and the Court Directive requiring the use
of PPE/facemasks in the building and during court hearings. If the individual still refuses
to wear appropriate PPE, the deputy sheriff shall get the name of the individual, type of
hearing, courtroom and judge they are scheduled to report to. The deputy sheriff shall
immediately notify the judge’s staff of this information so further action may be taken by
the assigned judge. The assigned judge will decide how to proceed with the hearing.



SUMMONS

Jurors shall be summoned to jury duty four to six weeks prior to the commencement
of a jury trial. When jurors are initially summoned for jury trial, the jury manager will mail:

e A summons directing judicial report to the jury assembly room in the main
courthouse with staggered report times (it will also provide a contact person to call
with health-related questions or concerns).

e A COVID-19 notice directing the juror to a web site with a video from the Court
expressing how much they are appreciated, assuring them that the Court
understands their concerns for safety, and highlighting the steps taken to ensure
the health and safety of each juror. (Attachment 3)

e A COVID-19 insert highlighting the steps taken by the courts to ensure their health
and safety. (Attachment 4)

e A COVID-19 questionnaire that includes their contact information (hame, address,
cell phone number, and email address) and a series of questions to determine
whether they are in a category of persons identified by the CDC as being at an
increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19. (Attachment 5)

e An existing information form that requests information generally asked by
attorneys when selecting a jury.

EXCUSALS AND/OR DEFERRALS

Prior to the jurors reporting on the date of their service, the Jury Clerk or his/her
designee will work to determine whether any perspective jurors should be excused or
have their service deferred due to medical concerns. Jurors will be provided information
about how to make a request for an excusal or deferral with their summons. |If a juror
has a health issue that would prohibit them from reporting to jury duty, they will contact
jury clerk or his/her designee to inform them of those health issues. The jury clerk or
his/her designee will defer that juror’s service until a later date.

Jurors in high risk populations, as defined by the CDC (Attachment 6), may to be
excused from reporting to jury duty. The jury clerk or his/her designee will review each
request and if appropriate, shall have the authority to defer that juror’s service. Jurors not
in a high-risk population requesting a non-medical related jury excusal shall only be
excused from reporting by a judge.

PROCEDURE FOR JURY REPORTING

The Jury Assembly Room, located on the second floor of GJAC and the first floor
of CNCB, can hold a maximum of sixty (60) people while maintaining the recommended
social distance of 6 feet. Jurors will be summoned to appear at staggered times
throughout the day beginning at 8:00 a.m. The jury manager will ensure that at any given
time there are no more than sixty (60) people in the Jury Assembly Room. This
requirement may result in reporting jurors being excused from jury duty.
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Jurors must wear appropriate PPE in the Jury Assembly Room and while traveling
in and about the building. Jurors will be encouraged to wear their own masks when
reporting for jury duty. Masks will be provided for those jurors who report without their
own. Hand sanitizing stations are available in the Jury Assembly Room and throughout
the buildings.

After each panel has cleared the Jury Assembly Room, maintenance will clean and
disinfect the area. Each evening that the Jury Assembly Room is utilized, maintenance
will complete a more thorough cleaning of the area. Certified HEPA air purifiers will be in
the Jury Assembly Room and shall always remain on and operational (unless such
operation interferes with the operation of jury assembly).

Upon checking in for jury duty, jurors will have their photograph taken, contact
information verified and processed for orientation. Based on the maximum capacity of
individuals allowed in a courtroom, jurors will be divided evenly and taken to courtrooms
for voir dire.

The jury clerk or his/her designee will compile a jury roster for the judge and
attorneys. The roster will include a photograph and basic identifying information.

JURY SELECTION

After jurors are checked-in, they will be divided into equally divided panels and
sent to the respective courtroom for voir dire. General and individual voir dire will be
conducted with each panel sent to the courtroom. Once the voir dire of the panel has
been completed, the jurors will be excused with and notified that they will be contacted
only if they are selected to serve on the jury.

The voir dire process will continue until there is a qualified panel. Upon qualifying
the panel, the attorneys will be provided the above-described roster and the attorneys will
strike the jury without the jurors returning to the courthouse. Jurors selected for trial will
be contacted by the jury manager and her assistants and directed to report to the
courthouse for trial.

COURTROOMS/JURY DELIBERATION ROOMS

The courtrooms listed below shall be the only courtrooms trials are conducted in.
These courtrooms have been specially equipped with plexiglass and tempered glass
barriers for court personnel, jurors, litigants and counsel. The jury boxes in these
courtrooms have dividers between each juror’s chair. Jury trials will only be conducted in
these courtrooms. Each of these courtrooms have been equipped with certified HEPA air
purifiers which shall always remain on and operational (unless such operation interferes
with the operation of court proceedings). Filters shall be replaced according to the
manufacture’s recommendations. For each trial courtroom in use during jury trials, a
separate courtroom has been identified for the sole use of jury deliberation and jury
breaks/recesses.



All jury trial and jury deliberation courtrooms will have increased cleaning
throughout the day. During breaks, maintenance will complete cleanings/sanitation. In the
evenings, a more thorough cleaning of the courtrooms will be completed. Sanitization
practices shall follow guidelines established by the CDC and the provisions of the Georgia
Court Reopening Guide (Attachments 7, 8, and 9).

Hand sanitizing stations are placed outside the courtrooms and throughout the
buildings. Reminders to maintain social distance are placed on the floors throughout the
buildings as well.

JURY TRIAL COURTROOMS
GJAC -1B, 2B, 2C, 2E, 3C, 3D, 3F
CNCB - ALL

TRIALS

To resume jury trials and implement new procedures, the Gwinnett Superior and
State Courts have developed an incremental phase plan for commencement of jury trials.
Initially, criminal jury trials will take precedence.

The first phase will consist of two Superior Court criminal trials to be held within a
two-week period. The second phase will consist of three Superior Court criminal trials to
be held within a two-week period. The third phase will consist of nine Superior Court
criminal trials and six State Court criminal trials to be held within three (3) two-week
periods.



TRIAL PHASES and PROPOSED DATES
Phase |

Court A — April 19, 2021 through April 30, 2021 Superior
Court B — April 19, 2021 through April 30, 2021 Superior

Phase I

Court A — May 3, 2021 through May 14, 2021 Superior
Court B — May 3, 2021 through May 14, 2021 Superior
Court C — May 3, 2021 through May 14, 2021 Superior

Phase Il

Court A— May 17, 2021 through May 28, 2021 Superior
Court B — May 17, 2021 through May 28, 2021 Superior
Court C — May 17, 2021 through May 28, 2021 Superior
Court D — May 17, 2021 through May 28, 2021 State
Court E — May 17, 2021 through May 28, 2021 State

Court A — May 31, 2021 through June 11, 2021 Superior
Court B — May 31, 2021 through June 11, 2021 Superior
Court C — May 31, 2021 through June 11, 2021 Superior
Court D — May 31, 2021 through June 11, 2021 State
Court E — May 31, 2021 through June 11, 2021 State

Court A — June 14, 2021 through June 25, 2021 Superior
Court B — June 14, 2021 through June 25, 2021 Superior
Court C — June 14, 2021 through June 25, 2021 Superior
Court D — June 14, 2021 through June 25, 2021 State
Court E — June 14, 2021 through June 25, 2021 State

TRIAL PROCEEDINGS

The judge is to conduct proceedings in accordance with all constitutional and
statutory requirements seeking to ensure a fair and impartial trial while doing so within
the confines of public health guidelines. Due to space and manpower limitations a
maximum of five (5) trials will be conducted at any one trial period.

e Masks are generally required

o Judges, court staff, bailiffs, attorneys, and jurors will all wear
masks during the trial unless otherwise instructed by the

judge.

o Judges, attorneys, and jurors may be permitted to remove

their mask while speaking.
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o Witnesses may testify without a mask, from a witness stand
that is six (6) feet away from other persons.

o Court reporters will be excused from wearing masks so long
as they are using their steno masks. When the court reporter
is not using their steno mask, they will be required to use a
face mask.

e The judge will provide jurors with a point of contact if potentially exposed to
COVID-19 or experiencing symptoms of COVID-19. Jurors should not be
required to report if they have been exposed to COVID-19 an/or are
experienced symptoms of COVID-19.

e Any juror who does not pass a temperature check, reports exposure to
COVID-19 or has COVID-19 symptoms shall be brought to the judge’s
intention immediately.

e Jurors will be provided frequent breaks and will be encouraged to wash their
hands and use hand sanitizer often.

e Jurors will be provided a personal plastic bag with a pen, note pad, and
hand sanitizer. At the end of each day, jurors will be provided disinfection
wipes and asked to wipe down their bags. Bailiffs will collect the sanitized
bags at the end of the day and redistribute the bags the following day.

EVIDENCE PRESENTATION

Courtroom evidence should be displayed to the jurors in a digital format whenever
possible making use of the large television monitors in the courtroom. There will be certain
items that cannot be displayed in a digital format and the attorneys will be directed to seek
guidance from the Court. When it is necessary for jurors to handle physical evidence,
jurors will use the hand sanitizer provided by the Court or gloves that are discarded
immediately after the use to avoid cross-contamination. Attorneys will be provided wipes
and will be responsible for wiping down the podium, microphone and anything else they
touch before returning to their table. Attorneys will also be asked to wipe down their table
at the end of the day.

PUBLIC VIEWING ROOMS

Due to the limited number of people allowed in the courtroom, a video stream will
be set up in a nearby area for public viewing. The location of the area/room where the
video will be streamed will be displayed outside the courtroom where the trial is being
conducted. Seating in the viewing rooms will be clearly marked 6 feet apart unless
attendees are from the same household. All persons in the viewing room must keep their
masks on at all times. A deputy sheriff will be stationed in the viewing rooms.



ADJUSTMENTS TO THE PLAN

Every effort will be made to adhere to this plan as developed. While this plan
attempts to conceive of all possibilities and contingencies, the Committee is aware that
adjustments to this plan may need to be made. All adjustments will be made taking into
considerations the safety, health and welfare of all individuals involved.



Local Emergency Order No. 21-1-1

County Facility Face Covering Requirement

WHEREAS, beginning in late 2019, the severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2, SARS-CoV-2, emerged causing a novel coronavirus disease, COVID-19,
which has become a global pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared the
COVID-19 pandemic a national emergency and on March 29, 2020, declared Georgia a
major disaster area due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic authorizing the
availability of certain emergency funds to Georgia; and

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020, the Governor of the State of Georgia declared that
a Public Health State of Emergency exists in the State of Georgia due to the public health
emergency from the spread of COVID-19, which was renewed by Executive Orders
04.08.20.02, 04.30.20.01, 05.28.20.01, 06.29.20.01, 07.31.20.01, 08.31.20.01,
09.30.20.01, 10.30.20.01, 11.30.20.01, and 12.30.20.01; and

WHEREAS, on March 16, Chairman Charlotte J. Nash issued a Declaration of Local
Emergency for unincorporated Gwinnett County with an expiration of April 13, 2020 at
11:59 p.m., which was renewed on April 13, 2020, May 15, 2020, June 9, 2020, July 7,
2020, August 4, 2020, September 1, 2020, October 6, 2020, and November 3, 2020, and
December 1, 2020, respectively; and

WHEREAS, on January 19, 2021, | signed the Tenth Renewal of the Declaration of
Local Emergency declaring a local emergency in Gwinnett County due to the COVID-19
pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on January 15, 2021, Governor Kemp issued Executive Order
01.15.21.01 which authorizes counties to make, amend, and rescind such orders, rules,
and regulations as may bhe necessary for emergency management purposes and to
supplement the carrying out of Executive Order 01.15.21.01 to the extent that such
orders, rules, and regulations are not inconsistent with any orders, rules, and regulations
promulgated by the Governor or by any state agency exercising a power derived from the
Public Health State of Emergency unless such provision, ordet, rule, or regulation is
otherwise expressly permitted by Executive Order 01.15.21.01; and



WHEREAS, Executive Order 01.15.21.01 strongly encourages residents and
visitors in Georgia to wear face coverings as practicable while outside their homes or
place of residence, except when eating, drinking, or exercising outdoors; and

WHEREAS, guidance from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), Georgia
Department of Public Health, and the Gwinnett County Health Department recommend
that people wear a face mask or face covering in public setting, especially where social
distancing measures are difficult to maintain; and

WHEREAS, guidance from the CDC indicates that face masks or face covering are
most likely to reduce the spread of COVID-19 when the face masks or coverings are
widely used by individuals in a public setting; and

WHEREAS, the number of cases of COVID-19 in Gwinnett County continues to rise
and the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in loss of life and in major disruptions of
community affairs and business services in Gwinnett County; and

WHEREAS, the County has and will continue to provide essential services to its
citizens, businesses, and customers despite the disruptions caused by the COVID-19
pandemic; and

WHEREAS, many of the services provided by the County require in-person
interaction among employees, vendors, contractors, residents, and members of the
public; and

WHEREAS, in order to ensure that County services are continued without
disruptions and are provided in a manner which helps slow the spread of COVID-19 in
accordance with the guidance of the County's public health partners the Governor's
Executive Orders, | find that it is necessary to take certain steps to control access to
County facilities; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order 01.15.21.07 recognizes that municipalities, counties,
and other governmental entities have the authority to control terms of entry onto property
owned or leased by the municipality, county, or other governmental authority which such
terms may include requiring employees or other individuals present on municipality,
county, or other governmental authority owned or leased property to wear a face mask or
face covering; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to 0.C.G.A. Section 36-5-22.1 (a)(1), the Gwinnett County
Board of Commissioners has original and exclusive jurisdiction over the directing and
controlling of all the property of the County according to law as deemed expedient by the
Board of Commissioners; and
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WHEREAS, pursuant to 0.C.G.A. Section 38-3-1, et seq., the Gwinnett County Board
of Commissioners adopted an Emergency Management Ordinance which in Section 34-
22(d)(10), authorizes the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners to exercise such
powers as may be deemed necessary to promote and secure the safety and protection
of the civilian population during an emergency; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to 0.C.G.A. Section 38-3-28 and in accordance with the
Governor's Executive Orders, Gwinnett County is authorized to make, amend, and rescind
orders, rules, and regulations as necessary for emergency purposes and to supplement
carrying out the emergency management laws; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court has previously held that “[ulpon the
principle of self-defense, of paramount necessity, a community has the right to protect
itself against an epidemic of disease which threatens the safety of its members;"” and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the authorization in Executive Order 01.15.21.01
and the recommendations of public health entities requiring individuals entering or
utilizing county facilities to wear a face mask or face covering is one step that the County
can take to help slow the spread of COVID-19, and

WHEREAS, requiring individuals to wear face masks or face coverings in county
facilities can assist in helping to maintain the health and safety of the County’s citizens,
customers, and employees and ensure that the County’s resources and capabilities
remain adequate to provide essential services to the County's residents, businesses, and
customers; and

WHEREAS, | find that requiring face masks or face coverings when entering or
utilizing county owned or leased facilities is an appropriate step toward preventing or
minimizing illness and/or injury to people resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic and to
ensure essential services are maintained; and

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in me as Chairman of the
Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners by local and state law;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that:

(1) Face Masks or Face Covering Required in County Facilities.

A. Individuals entering facilities owned or leased by Gwinnett County shall
wear a face mask or face covering that covers the nose and mouth while
inside such facilities. Individuals refusing to wear a face mask or face
covering and not falling within one of the exceptions below may be denied
entry into the County facility or may be asked to leave the County facility.
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B. In accordance with Executive Orders 01.15.21.01, face masks or face
coverings shall not be required in a polling place, as defined in 0.C.G.A.
Section 21-2-2(27).

C. The following individuals are exempted from the face mask or face covering
requirement:

a. Individuals who have difficulty donning or removing a face mask or
face covering without assistance.

b. Individuals who have a bona fide religious objection to wearing a
face mask or face covering.

¢. Individuals who have a bona fide medical reason not to wear a face
mask or face covering.

D. Any individual who is unable to afford a face mask or face covering shall be
provided one.

(2) For the duration of this Local Emergency Order and any renewal thereof, the County
Administrator shall be vested with the following discretion and authority:

A. To support compliance with this Order through information delivery and
education of individuals regarding the imminent threat to public health
posed by COVID-19 and the requirements of this Order, including but not
limited to appropriate signage for County facilities and the provision of face
masks or face coverings as necessary and/or appropriate.

B. To assign specific employees, as necessary to support enforcement of this
order.

C. These provisions shall not limit the authority of the County Administrator
with regard to the day to day operations of the County and any other
authority granted to the County Administrator pursuant to any Declaration
of Local Emergency or any Local Emergency Order thereunder.

(3) This Order shall become effective at 12:01 a.m. on January 26, 2021 and will
continue to be in effect until 11:59 p.m. on January 31, 2021, or until it is extended,
rescinded, superseded, or amended in writing by the Chairwoman.

(4) If any provision of this Order or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held to be invalid, the remainder of the Order, including the
application of such part or provision to other persons or circumstances, shall not
be affected and shall continue in full force and effect. To this end, the provisions
of this Order are severable.

(5) Nothing in this Local Emergency Order is intended to limit, infringe, or supplant any
judicial order concerning the COVID-19 pandemic issued pursuant to the laws of
constitution of the State of Georgia or the laws or constitution of the United States.

(6) All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Order, to the extent of
such conflict, are hereby suspended for the duration of this Local Emergency Order
and any renewal thereof,
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SO ORDERED this day of January 2021.

NICOIE L. MENUW IVASUI, Luiian vywusnar)
Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners

Approved as to Form:

ox
Tammy Gibson, Deputy County Clerk Deputy County Attorney
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Gwinnett Judicial Circuit
Guidelines for In-Court Judicial Proceedings

Pursuant to the Chief Justice’s July 10, 2020 Fourth Order Extending Declaration of Statewide
Judicial Emergency, the following guidelines for in-court proceedings are hereby established.

Safety is a major concern for anyone entering the courthouse. Anyone exhibiting symptoms of
infection such as fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, repeated
shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, diarrhea, or having
known close contact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-19 are asked not to enter

the building.

Everyone has a role to play in maintaining a healthy and safe courthouse. Please make every
effort to be respectful of the well-being of everyone around you. Ask yourself the following:

a. Have you traveled to or from any areas in which COVID-19 is particularly
active?

b. Have you within the past ten days experienced symptoms of COVID-19?
Have you been in contact with someone known to have COVID-19 within the
past 14 days?

If you are sick and have concerns about appearing in person or believe that you have been
exposed, please notify your attorney or call or email the judge’s office handling the case for
which you have been summoned. Contact information for courts and other county offices can be
found at www.gwinnettcourts.com.

1. GENERAL INFECTION CONTROL MEASURES

Everyone is strongly encouraged to use face masks while in the building. However, a mask or
face covering is now required for anyone entering a courtroom in which matters are being
heard before the Court unless otherwise directed by the Court. Court employees must
wear masks when away from their desk or office.

We are requesting all visitors to the Courthouse to frequently wash or clean their hands. Public
restrooms are available in the building with appropriate supplies. Hand sanitizer stations are
located throughout the building and their use by all is encouraged. When possible, refrain from
touching your face or mouth. Please cover your mouth when you sneeze or cough. Signage is
placed throughout the building encouraging and reminding people to follow healthy practices
recommended by the CDC.

We are requesting all visitors to the building to maintain appropriate social distancing, including
maintaining a 6-foot separation from others whenever possible. Please do not congregate in



groups, particularly in public common areas, galleries of courtrooms, wells of the courtroom,
hallways, elevators, restrooms, or other locations.

2. INCREASED HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES

Each Court and trial division may have additional measures in place and new procedures for
conducting both video and in-person hearings. Please refer to any additional information
contained in your court notice or instructions from the judge’s staff.

All visitors who are members of a vulnerable population (such as persons over age 65,
individuals with serious underlying health conditions, such as high blood pressure, chronic lung
disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whose immune systems are compromised, such as
by chemotherapy for cancer or other conditions requiring such therapy) are encouraged to bring
their condition to the attention of the Court prior to any court appearance so that reasonable
alternatives to appearing in person can be explored. Contact information for each Court is found
at www.gwinnettcourts.com.

3. HEALTHY AND SAFE ACCESS TO THE COURTROOM

Public spaces are being frequently and appropriately cleaned within the building. Sanitizing
supplies including wipes, sprays and hand sanitizers have been provided to staff for use in
maintaining a clean and sanitary work environment.

Seating areas have been marked out to assist in maintaining distance from others. Wayfinding
markers, pathways and route control devises are in use to encourage social distancing.

Courts will be regularly cleaned, as needed.
4, MAINTAINING A HEALTHY AND SAFE COURTROOM

Court schedules are being modified to limit the number of persons called in to the building by
limiting the numbers of those summoned and staggering calendars. Courts may otherwise
modify normal calendar practices by other means including the use of remote hearings.
Additional attention will be given to scheduling proceedings in courtrooms with more limited
seating capacity.

The Courts are working to limit or eliminate the need for close personal contact during judicial
proceeding. The Courts are now utilizing video conferencing and other electronic meeting
alternatives to the extent they are available and otherwise permitted by law.

If you have questions about video options that may be available in lieu of making a personal
appearance, please contact the office of your assigned judge.



5. HEALTHY AND SAFE COURT EMPLOYEES

Court personnel, other employees and visitors to the building are being temperature screened
when entering the building. Employees have been instructed to report potential exposure to their
supervisors and self-quarantine if necessary. Employees have been instructed not to report to
work if experiencing symptoms. Offices have instituted teleworking policies and are staggering
work hours in an effort to minimize exposure.

Employees who work in a court facility that have a known or suspected COVID-19 exposure
which is likely to result in infection, are required to isolate and quarantine.

When there is reason to believe that anyone who works or has visited a court facility has been
exposed to COVID-19, an appropriate notification shall be made to DPH or the local health
department.

6. HEALTHY AND SAFE JURORS

Pursuant to the Fourth Order Extending Judicial Emergency, jurors are not presently being
summoned for service.

7. HEALTHY AND SAFE INMATES

Inmates are not being physically brought into any courtroom at this time. Instead, matters
involving inmates are currently being handled using video conferencing technology.

GEORGE F. HUTCHINSON, III PAMELA D. SOUTH

CHIEF JUDGE, SUPERIOR COURT CHIEF JUDGE, STATE COURT
KRISTINA HAMMER BLUM CHRISTOPHER A. BALLAR
CHIEF MAGISTRATE PROBATE COURT JUDGE
ROBERT WALLER MICHAEL GREENE

PRESIDING JUDGE, JUVENILE COURT CHIEF JUDGE, RECORDER’S COURT

Attachment 2- Gwinnett County Guide for Resuming Trials



Attachment 3 - Gwinnett County Guide for Resuming Jury Trials






COVID-19 Jury Screening Questions
Gwinnett County Superior Court

Please review the following questions. If you answer “vae” tn anu aof tham at anv time
between now and your reporting date, please emai After
the Court reviews your email, you may be deferred rrom wie jury seivice o1 winen you are
being summoned and scheduled to serve on jury duty in the future.

1. Do you feel ill, or have you taken any medication today for the purpose of reducing a
fever?

2. Have you developed ANY flu-like symptoms of COVID-19 infection in the last 14
days, such as a cough, fever, or shortness of breath?

3. Have you or has anyone in your household tested positive for COVID-19 within the
past 14 days?

4. Are you or is anyone in your household awaiting test resuits for COVID-197?

5. In the last 14 days, have you received instructions from a public health authority or
private physician to self-observe, self-isolate, or self-quarantine?

6. Within the last 14 days, have you been within six feet of someone who has a
suspected or confirmed COVID-19 infection for longer than 15 minutes?

7. Do you live with or provide direct care for a vulnerable person?
8. Do you have children at home who require your direct supervision due to school and/or
daycare closings? Note: This applies if there is NO ONE else in the household who can

provide care during jury service.

9. Are you over the age 60, or a person of any age with an underlying medical condition
that puts you at a higher risk of developing serious health complications from COVID-197?

While inside the courthouse you must:
¢ Wear a face covering or mask

e Sanitize your hands (hand sanitizer is provided)
o Stay six feet away from all other people to the extent possible
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Georgia Court Reopening Guide

Healthy and Safe Jurors and
Potential Jurors

6O

5

The number of jurors and potential jurors should be limited to the amount a room or facility can
accommodate with social distancing and other infection control measures.

Potential jurors:

& Likely to have more conflicts than prior to COVID-19 (e.g., childcare, looking for work, or workingin the
medical field).

& Willlikely have health concerns about being around a group of strangers.
Jury selection may take longer due to social distancing and other infection control measures.
Jury holding and deliberations:
& Likely cannot take place in a typical jury room due to size.
& Use alarger room, such as the courtroom or another large meeting room to facilitate social distancing.
& Turn off video and audio recording in the room if the jury is deliberating there.

& Limitjury deliberations to two hours at a time with 15-minute breaks to go outside into fresh air and/or
separate from each other. Jurors should not deliberate for more than eight hours per day.

Provide individual boxed lunches and bottled water to jurors. Vending machines should be wiped down regularly and
have a hand sanitizing station nearby.

Juror transportation: If jurors are shuttled to the court facility, provide for proper spacing in transport vehicles
and sanitize vehicles after each use. Jurors should stay six feet apart while waiting for the shuttle.

Require all jurors to wear a mask or face covering while in the court facility and the juror shuttle, if applicable.
If wearing a mask would make it difficult to evaluate the demeanor of jurors or otherwise negatively impact a
litigant's right to a fair hearing, consider transparent face shields, physical distancing, or other infection control
measures in consultation with a public health or medical professional.
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and holding areas.

Sanitize transport vehicles after use.

Label holding areas to provide for social distancing,

Sanitize holding areas, restraints, and other commonly used items after each use.
Make hand sanitizer available to inmates and detainees.

Require all inmates and detainees to wear a mask or face covering while in the court facility. If wearing a
mask would negatively impact an inmate or detainee’s right to a fair hearing, consider transparent face
shields, physical distancing, or other infection control measures in consultation with a public health or
medical professional.

Ensure deputies who are required to be in close proximity to inmates and detainees have face coverings
and gloves.
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